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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MOBILE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

 

     * 

  PLAINTIFF 

      * 

VS.       Case No: DR-____-___________ 

      * 

 

  DEFENDANT  * 

 

PRE-TRIAL ORDER 

 

The following Pre-Trial Order applies to the above referenced case, unless and until subsequent 

Orders of this Court.  

 

READ THIS ORDER CAREFULLY AS THE COURT  

EXPECTS YOU TO ABIDE BY ITS TERMS 

 

Attorneys of record shall inform their clients of the contents of this Pre-Trial Order. 

 

It is hereby ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED as follows: 

 

1. Case Management Conference. This case is hereby set for a Virtual Case 

Management Conference on ______________ at _______.  The Zoom Meeting 

information is as follows: 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: http://join.alacourt.com 

Meeting ID:  

Password: 

 

Lawyers of record and parties representing themselves shall appear for said hearing 

by accessing the Zoom conference with the information set out above. Failure to 

appear for the Virtual Hearing may result in sanctions, default, and/or dismissal of 

this case.   

 

2. In lieu of appearing for the CMC, lawyers or pro se parties may file a Status Report with 

the Court at least 24 hours prior to the CMC that contains all the information set out in 

paragraph 4 below.  If a Status Report is filed, the party filing the Status Report, nor their 

attorney need appear for the CMC.  If a party or lawyer is unable to attend the CMC 

when scheduled, they should file a Status Report setting out the information in paragraph 

4 below. The Court will not reset the CMC, but a party can avoid the necessity of 

appearing for same by filing the Status Report. The CMC is merely a status docket. The 

Court will not take evidence or hear testimony regarding the underlying case. Evidence 

will be received in open Court at the trial. 
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3. When you login to the Zoom conference you will be placed in the Virtual Waiting Room 

where you will wait until your case is called. When your case is called, the Court will 

grant you access into the Virtual Hearing. You will need video and audio capabilities 

(any smart phone with the Zoom app installed will work). If a party representing 

themselves is unable to attend the Case Management Docket virtually via Zoom, he or 

she shall file a written notice with the Court immediately, and no later than 14 days 

before the date and time noted above so the Court can determine how to proceed.  

 

4. Counsel or unrepresented parties shall be prepared to present the following orally to the 

Court at the Case Management Conference: 

 

a. Whether a good faith effort has been made to settle the case; 

b. Whether discovery is completed, and an estimate of time necessary to complete 

discovery, if it is not; 

c. Whether the case is ready for trial; 

d. Estimated time required for the final hearing;  

e. Identification of all unresolved issues to be tried; 

f. Whether the case requires an immediate hearing and the nature of any urgency that 

causes it to require same; and 

g. Email addresses for all unrepresented parties (if known or ascertainable). 

 

5. If a case is ready to be set for trial before the CMC, a party may file a Motion requesting 

a trial date, and in such Motion shall affirmatively state that discovery is substantially 

complete (or that the party is prepared to go to trial despite not having received 

discovery) AND must include a time estimate for the length of trial so the case may be 

set on an appropriate docket. 

 

6. Trial Exhibits. At least 3 business days prior to the trial (or any pendente lite hearing), all 

parties shall pre-mark their Court exhibits and upload them to the case file on Alafile 

under the Exhibits tab. Those Exhibits will be considered proposed exhibits and are not 

considered evidence unless and until they are admitted by the Court into evidence during 

the hearing/trial.  Except for impeachment evidence, a signed CS-41, or if the Court 

grants leave for exigent circumstances, any exhibits that are not uploaded to the Exhibits 

Module in Alafile 3 business days prior to the trial/hearing will not be allowed into 

evidence if the opposing party raises an objection to same. Pro se parties must register for 

Alafile to upload exhibits to comply with this provision. 

 

 

FAILURE TO ABIDE BY THIS COURT ORDER MAY BE CONSIDERED CONTEMPT 

OF COURT AND PUNISHED ACCORDINGLY. SUCH PUNISHMENT MAY INCLUDE 

ALL SANCTIONS AVAILABLE TO THE COURT UNDER LAW, INCLUDING 

ATTORNEY’S FEES, FINES AND/OR INCARCERATION IN THE COUNTY JAIL. 

YOU ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO DISCUSS THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

ORDER WITH YOUR LEGAL COUNSEL. 
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DATED: _______________________ 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Walter H. Honeycutt     Michael D. Sherman 

Circuit Judge      Circuit Judge 

 

 


